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dither the products of your closet-labors bring, 
Enrich our columns,, aud instruct mankind. 
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FOR THE BALANCE. 





Proposats for printing by subscription, 


A History of the war between the Mah- 


‘echmites and ‘Nacilbuperites,” &e. 


(CONTINVATION.) 


EXTRACTS. ; 
« PHE leaders of the Mahteehmites, at’ 


relaxation from arms, judged it prudent te 
retresh and enliven their followers by giving 
them a splendid feast. The fourteen butch- 
ers were, accordingly, directed to provide 
a beast to be roasted whole, on the joyful 
occasion. Whether there was a scarcity at 
that time in the market, @r whether they 
followed their own judgments, they chose 
an old, large, and black bull. The bull pad 
been very useful in his generation ; but was 
now, through age, biindness, and an acci- 
dent which had happened to one of his hind 
Jeys, rendered incepable of further service. 
The farmer to whom he belon ged had, 
therefore, fatted and driven. him to. the 
Marset, saylby to himself, “ Eis hide will, 
at least, bring me something.” ‘The ma- 
jority of the fourteen butchers were of 
Opinion, that 


the bull, by baiting, and 


kining hiin a day or two before he was 
rousted, would be fit for mastication, and 


fuliy answer the purpose intended. 

* it would be tedious as well as unneces- 
sary to describe particularly the nmianner in 
Vv ich the animal was 


W knocked 


prepared—iow he 
in the head——his throat — 
fle ced—iis entrails taken OUt—piaced on a 
Me vine contrived to turn befdre a laree 


r 3. } x: ‘ “Y; 
ti “4M DAS Le OUrice it to Say that ho- 


t: soMtal in transactions of this kind was 
Quited. Sirict orders had becn given to 
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the end ef tile edinpaton, when they hod Le ‘ 





part of him could be eaten ; 
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the soothsayers to inspect the entraiis; for 
asthe bull 
believed he had many things to tell. 


had lived many years, so it was 


sted that 


for it would 


“& When the bull was so far ro 


him to 
be done through, without burning up entire- 
ly the outside ; 


have been in vain to have expected 


the chiefs drew near and 


1) formed acivcic. There was seen the [m- 
prot Lirxon, of mojestic port. There, 
His Exc cnency Gen. MautTi oH. urrouna- 
ed by his Adds. ‘There, Lonxcs TUS, tet- 
meral of the ordnance. bheve. Ad) vicnt- 
Prec ral SMOCK. bhere,. Gc rais 1005- 
Hen, NicksuHins, &e. with u lone train of 

) Aeid-officers. And there, SuawkKENPER- 

y Bes, a Hessian sutler, who bad beev Cie 


rected to supply the drink. The army was 
drawn up in the rear. 

“ Silence pene commanded. by 
tr et, Ce mF . ol} 


pus drew his cutlass, and 


ce from the neck of the bull 


‘ jos the shouicer; which he 


‘al M: 


just where 


presented to Gene: hteeh on the point 


of lis weapon ; another Ald presenting him, 
at the same time, witha goblet of wine.— 
These the General delivered, with great 


the hands of 


priest, who offered the n 


solemnity, into Eniap the 
ext, and poured 
out t! ;oddess Reason; pre- 


e wine to the ¢ 


ferving the following prayer: 
‘Lhe supreme and unerr- 
Vi ho 


sh and ouxht 


* (>) GoppEss: 


ine Disectress of all huiman actions! 


teacheth us every thing we wi 


to know! both how we are lo ilve here, and 


. 7% . + . = ‘ ! , 
Whut shbali oe our late hereahkecr. \\ © ilthilie 


5 , —_<. * P 
biv best c< h thay respiel CCH syha les LV to 
contiue LO itu mare US. And Srant us 


Streneta to cut Up 


our ene mie 5, €ven aS we 
cut up tl is ) 


bull tois de 


s 
%* ANG VE a 


ttendant Deities, Liserty and 
Favaliry ! Be pleased to shower down up- 
on us thy servants, comfortable offices! And 
lewevery other power be consumed, even as 
the bones of this buil shall be consumed to 
ashes! Amen.” 

‘ The oficers having then partook, each 


of a small slice, they withdrew with mar- 


soun } of 
Baka i 













tiai music ; amd th was ordered to 
advance by phuteos Finding, however, 
that this would spesd a long time, and that 
some were likely te get no pena: at all, or- 
ders were given to hdvance proimiscuously 
and inabody. In afew minutes, nota par- 
ticle of the bull i be seen, save the 


bones which were aiferwards collected, and 
. oe 


army 


r 


mn ines the fire® Tlie only misfortune 
to Stawkenbergius, 
lis were overturned, 
and wine vesseis staved; in 
all he had. 


thro. 
Which happened was 
the 


} » aoe 6 
sutler, whese $a 


oe a > By nk Dao 
his cider, bect 


total 
ed the buBefeast.” 


wreeé made of 
Th ‘ Cli 


2. We 


{ 7 destontinued } 


to ‘ : mt ll 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE BALANCE. 


I AM pleased to 


a writer is 


hnd, by your paper, 
enyaged ina so valuable a 
work, and one so much needed, as “ A His- 
tory of the the ManTEEH- 
and NacitLeuPERiItTes.” Thougha 
few trifling in :ccuracies might be poimted 
out, and' which may be corrected before 
publication, yet the Extracts which have 
been given, discover careful research, and 


that 
war between 
MITES 


a good historical style. 


It is 


ance is frequently afforded to persons whe 


to be lamented that so little assist- 


enare in such laborious undertakings. In- 
dolence. inattention, or business, hinders 
many from giving a writer that information 
which he in vain seeks of himself, and which 
would be of essential service to him. Even 
to direct to the sources from which infor- 
mation can be derived, is of real advantage. 
For my own part, I shall consider it my du- 
ty to assist the author of this histery, all in 
my power. It would be useful, were he to 
make known in whet things he is at a loss 
—vwhat documents he wants—and what cha- 
racters he finds the most diflicult jusily to 
describe. 
Some complain that the writer fails in 
pers This I apprehend arises parts 
ly from his conciseness, and parly from 


picuily. 
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For 1807, 














the nature of the things which he-relates, 

Both may be reme‘lied by the addition of 

: notes; though I think they should be as 

few as possible. A multitude of notes, as 

is the fashion of some late writers, 13 trou- 
biesome to the reader. They should, 

: wherever they convenicutly can, be inter- 

' woven with the text. 
CRITICUS. 


Governor's speech. 


Ausayy, January 27. 
The two Hauses of the Legislature of this 
Siate, met this-day at the City-Hall in the 
city of Albany, when his exceliency the 
Governor apficared in the Assembly Cham- 
‘ _, ber fire cisely at 2 o'clock, and delivered 
the fullowing 


SPEECH : 


Gentiemen of the Senate and Assenibly, 


$MSDPeeiiile—— 








* 


‘ IN looking back on the events of the 
past year we find abundant cause for grati- 
tude and mutual felicitation, Our commer- 
cial cities, in the whole extent of the conti- 
nent, have been exempted from the scourze 
of that malignant disease which has so fre- 


. | quently depopulated them, and interrupted 


their commerce. Our country has _ pro- 
gressed in wealth and strength with a ra- 
idity unparalelicd. Our exterior relations 
ine assumed’a brighter aspect, since the 
just and pacific diyposttion ef our rovern- 
ment has’ placed our dlifepences with fo- 
reivn powers in a trai for amicable adjust- 
inent. Our public delg has been greatly 
dipinished. Our burthens are scarcely 
‘perceptible, and a géneral prosperity re- 
wards the verious exértions of our citizens. 
Such‘a state of thiays evinces the bicssing 
of Heaven on a wise administration of our 

national conte rts. 

In this general dispensation of benefits, 
our own sfate has merited und received an 
intivalled partion, Tn the course of a few 
Years ste has outstripped her confederates, 

in those important souiccs of national great- 

: , Bess, agriculture and gommerce ; and is not 
behind the foremost of. ‘hem in improve- 
iments in the arseful and fine arts. The first 
ef these assertions is supported by a com- 
arison of exports from the city of New- 
York, with those from the city of Philadel- 
phia, during the short period of tive or six 
: years; which affords an unerring criterion, 
| and establishes this important fact: ‘That, 
while cach has experienced a rapid in- 
¢rease, the forurer which, at the comme: ce- 
ment of the period, was far behind, has, pre- 
viotis to its termination, overtaken an | gone 
far ahead of the latter. ‘To ‘explain: In 
the year 1800, the exports from Philadel- 
phia stood in a ratio to those of New-York, 
_of about seven to six—At the close of 1805, 
hose of New-York, were to those of Phils- 
iayas twelve to seven nearly, Whence, 
s natural to enquire, proceed these re- 
sirits ? which are the more remarkable, as 
_ Philadelphia has preserved her superiority 

- in population ; having considebalily upwards 

f of an hundred thousand inhabitants, while 


7 ? 












New-York has little more than seventy. 


“The question is one which merits the ex- 


amination of an enlightened people, and the 
solution of it, if I mistake not, will be found 
in our spirited exertions in the improve- 
ment of roads and navigable streanis.— 
These have facilitated an intercourse be- 
tween our sea-ports and interior country — 
have taught the forests to bow beneath the 
labors of the husbandman—have converted 
the wilderness into fruitful fields, and have 
made the desert places rejoice, and blossom 
asthe rose. Similar causes have produced 
similar effects in Great-Britain, a country 
unequalled in agriculture, arts, manufac- 
tures and commerce. It is little more than 
fifty years since her attention was earnestly 
turned to the facilities of internal inter- 
course. From that period her exports have 
been progressing, and have nearly attained 
to an increase of four hundred per cent. ; 
while that of her population has not exceed- 
edten. A wise government will not fail to 
improve such advantages. 


In the discharge of those duties, Gentle- 


“men, imposed by the constitution on the 


executive, at the opening of every session 
of the Legislature, [ have little informa- 
tion to give you, and but few subjects to re- 
commend to your deliberation, but such as 
have on former occastons been submitted. 
The ijeaaing points ef republican policy 
which, under our form of government, ever 
must have the strongest claims to national 
consideration, are the encouragement of 
agriculture and the useful arts, the diffusion 
of knowledge, by institutions for the promo- 
tion of education, the advancement of pub- 
lic justice, and the efficiency of the nation- 
al force. To these objects we bave,at- po 
tine merited the reproach of being indiffer- 
ent. Great and honorable exertions have 
been made—Much however, still remains 
to be done, which we have the ability-to do. 

A society has been instituted by the le- 
gislature, for the promotion of agriculture 
and useful arts. But it has ever-been so 
Straightened in its pecuniary means, as 
greatly to circumscribe its utility. Very 
moderate legislative assistance would ena- 
ble it to insutute a course of agricultural 
experiments which would be highly benefi- 
ciai to the community.—It might teach us 


the art of increasing the product of labor , 
of improving the breed of usefyl comestic | 


animals, and the quality of such crude ma- 
terials as dre used in our infant manufac- 
tures, andare derived from our own soils 
and our own flocks. European nations are 
eminently indebied for their progress in 
these particulars, to the liberal support of 
Similar institutions. 

The act of the 2nd of: April, 1805, enti- 
tled “« An vet to raise a find for the encour- 
agement of common schools,” contains an 
authority to the Camptrolicr to loan the in- 
terest annually arisine fromhe fund there- 
by established, for the purpose of a cumula- 
tive increase of capital to a ccriain extent. 
I submit to the legislature the propriety of 
asimuilar provision, as to the dividends on 
the-stock held by the state in the Mer- 
chants’ Bank, and the interest on the loans 
made under the 14th section of the supply- 
bili for the year 1803, the principal or capi- 


tal, in these latter cases, having been ap- . 


propriated by the legislature to the same 


ro 





a . (am 


wise and benevolent purpose, as in the for- 
mer. ‘The inducement to this measure is, 
the slow progress of the first mentioned 
fund, which without aids will not benefit the 
rising generation of the present day, whats 


ever it may do for these which shall follow. 








In inviting your attention to the subjett of 
public justice, I cannot refrain from again 
| urging the propriety of a revision of the 
criminal code, that the devrees of pun- 

may 


ishnient be more accirately pro- 
portioned to the comparative magnitude of 
Olcrces. That the value of a cent should 
warrant the difference between three and 
fourteen years imprisonment in the case ef 
Larceny, or that he who alters a receipt for 
a few shillings, or knowinyly passes a piece 
of false coin of the iowest denovniuation, 
which he has honestiy received, should be 
punished as severely, as he who counterfeits 
the currency of the country, and thereby im- 
pairs theconfidence of the comm inity in 
ae general medium of commercial trans. 
actions, dre certainly defects in the system 
of criminal jurisprudence, which requirea 
remedy. Instances of some of the latter 
cases, I understand, actually exist ai 
moment. Let it not be said, the c: 
has the power to miitisrate the severity of 
punishment is such cases. ‘ihe prerosa 
tive to partion vesied by the constitution can 
only be exercised righteously under a dis- 
cretion strictly legai, ov in cases very pecul- 
larly ciscumstanced, and cannot with pro- 
priety pronounce the saffctions of the law 
unyust. 

Repeated applications have been made to 
‘me by respectable citizens on the subject of 
the act entitled “ An act for establishing 
courts of justices of the peace, in and jor the 
city ef New-York,” which, notwithstanding 
the amendments made last winter, still con- 
tinues to excite much uncaginess. The 
Principal ground of complaint is the ex- 
pence and delay attending prosecutions in 
those courts. A delay of justice is to the 
poor min emphatically adenial of justice ; 
particularly in large and populous cities, 
where the loss of a day’s labor is frequent- 
ly the loss of a day’s subsistence to a wor- 
thy family. This class of citizens thercfore 
ought never to be subjectc:l to a fruitless at- 
tendance on courts, ner to the hazard of ex- 
pences, which shall deter them from pros- 
ecuting their rights. As far as the gricv- 
ances complained of proceed from defects 
in the organization, jurisprudence, or admi- 
nistration of these inferior tribunals, redress 
will be found, I trust, in the wisdom and 
policy of the Legislature. 

I should consider myself, Gentlemen,ma- 
nifestly deficient in the discharge of my du- 
ty, were Ito relax my exertions to impress 
on your minds a conviction of the prepricty 


this 
ecutive 











of greater attention to the state of the na- 
tional force than has yet been bestowed on It. 
If we are sinécre in the belief that stand- 
ing armies are hostile to liverty and econo- 
my, and mean to avoid the necessity of em- 
ployine them by entrusting the national de- 
fence to the militia of the comitry, that 
roilitia should certainly be rendered as ef- 
ficient as possible. It requires nof arete 
ment to convince the reflecting mind, that, 
in the present improved state of military 
tactics, numbers alone give not nutional 
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strength—And that well appointec and 








we 
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well disciplined invading armies, when 
opposed by ill provided irresulars only, 
spread desolation, inflict calamity and @- 
chieve conquest with littie dificulty—LEven 
the generous love of country and the pub- 
lic good, which republics ought to cherish, 
and which nerves the patriot’s arm when 
encountering the enemies of his native soil, 
is then, but the sad mean of sweiling the 
dire catalogue of human misery. ‘This js 
not a picture of the imagination, It 1s drawn 
from real life, and I forewarn you in ime, 
Gentlemen, that it may not be realized in 
our own country. 1 have been an cye wit- 
ness to the state of the Ynilitia, I have per- 
sonally inspected nearly the whole, and I 
can with truth assert to you that they have 
not, as I. verily believe, such arms asa 
soldier ought to have, and as our law re- 
quires, a musket to every tenth man, nor a 
bayonet to every twentieth. - Many are 
destitute of Arms of every description, and 
appear on parade shouldering a staff in 
place of a firelock—Nor is the fault imput- 
able to them—Arms they cannot procure, 
and it isthe duty of the government to fur- 
nish them. I say the duéy because lam 
warranted in saying so both by the intrinsic 
nature of the thing, and the constitution of 
our country. The forticth article of the 
constitution ordains, that the militia of the 
state shuil at ull times, as well in peace as 
in war, be armed, disciplined and ready for 


‘service: and that a proper magazine of 


worike stores, proportionate to the number 
of inhobitants, shall be forever thereafter, 
at the expence of the state, and by acts of 
the Levislatture, established, maintained and 
conunued in every county in the state. An 


injunction so solemn cannot consistent with © 


duty be disregardecd—Nor is the deficiency 
in arms greater than that in colers, and ip 
martial music. Many regiments are total- 
ly destitute of the former and very il] pro- 
vided with the latter. So great is the,de- 
ficiency in this last particular, that with the 
exception of the city of New-York, there 
can scarcely be collected, throughout the 
state, a dozen drummers capable of distin- 
guishing a retreat from a charge. If the 
Legislature should entertain doubts .as to 
the importance of having in the militia, 
musicians skilied in the various branckes of 
military music, I would recommend to their 
perusal the act of Congress of the third of 
March, one thousand civht hundred and 
three, for the organization of the militia of 
the district of Columbia-— They will find it 
there considered of sufficient mucnitude, 
to justity the holding out considerable in- 
ducements to engagements in that service. 
I have found every where aliudable milita- 
Ty ardor ; an emulation to excel in wihita- 
ry discipline and knowledge which if prop- 
erly encouraged, and united. with a just 
confidence in our own strength, may bid 
defiance to foreign aggression. ‘16 inspire 
that confidence is completeiy in the power 
of Government. a 

_An exemplification of an act of the Le- 
Sislature of the state ef New-Jersey wil! 
be laid before you, from which it will an- 
pear that some controversy hes arisen as 
to the limits of the territorial and jnrisdic- 
onal rights of that state and this ; an e- 
quitabie and amicable mode of adjustment, 
hy a reference to commissioners is propos- 
ed, which I presume will be aceeded to. 





nee eee 








To render your session, Gentlemen, a- 
grecable to yourselves, and beneficial to 
our country, nothing on my part shall be 
wanting. 

MORGAN LEWIS. 


Albany, January 27, 1807. 
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The Govcernor’s Speech, 

Some few passages excepted, will, we 
presume, meet the approbation of all par- 
ties.—His attention to the militia, and to the 
support of common schools, in particular, 
deserves commendation: But is his excel- 
lency sincere in his praises of the general 
government? The citizens of New-York 
will not agree with him in this. 


re — 
State Legislature. 


Our readers will find a brief sketch of the 
proceedings of our state legislature, com- 
municated by a friend at Albany. ‘ihe 
choice of Speaker and Clerk, and the nom- 
dnation of the Council of Appointment, 
shew that an important change has taken 
place in the political affairs of this state. 
It will be seen that the party denominated 
Clintonian or Cheethamiie, no longer en- 
joys the ascendency in our councils. The 
friends of Gov. Lewis, who claim to be the 
only true and sound republicans in the state, 
have at length deemed it advisable to break 
eff their allegiance with that party, and to 
assume a firm and indepenaderg ground. 
They have found it necessary to- oppose 
(what federalists have always opposed) the 
views of that restless, ambitious, and «risto- 
cratic faction which has too long reigned 
and ruled with a rod of iron. This will ac- 
count for that. unison of sentiment, which 
thus far appears to subsist between the fed- 
eralists and the fricnds of the governor. Ii 
this unison of seniiment will tend in the 
slichtest detrree to promote the wellfare of 
federalism, and to crush or weaken the bancs 
of faction, we pray to heaven that it may 
long continue ; but ifit has no other ten- 
deney than to raise one section of the de- 
mocratic party over the heads of the other. 
we cannot sce that any good will result 
from it. 


— -ene 


“ ALBANY, January 27, 1807. 

“ This day, Andrew M‘Cord was chosen 
Speaker, and Garrit Y. Lansing, Clerk of 
the Assembiy. The majority in favor of 
Mr. M‘Cord was in reality 13, though only 
11 votes were counted, the name having 
been mistaken in two of the ballots. 

“ Next Friday is, at present, fixed for 
th- election of the membcrs of the Council 
oi Appointment; and little doubt is enter- 
tained df the success again of the same 
purty. The people scem at last to have a- 
wakened to the ambitious and tyrannical 
views of the Clintonian faction, and are de- 
termined to check a career which has con- 
tinned too long, and must have proved fatal 
to the peace and safety of the state.” 

“ January 28. 

“ This morning, the vote for postponin: 
the election of a Council of Appointme: 
until Friday next, was re-considered, and 


ee aD eI 
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the time of election, after considerable ond 
fruitless opposities by the Cifutcnians, fix- 
ed on two o’cicck im the afiernoon of this 
day. The votes stood on two divisions 
wich were called for, 51to 44. The Clia- 
toiuns secm determined, since they cannot 
prevuil, to embcrrass and retard the pre- 
ceedings, and occasion the waste of much 
time. Their opponents manifest ceolness. 
firmness, and moderation. before I close 
this, L hope to yive you a list of the mem- 
bers efected. 

* The members elected are, Jin Niche- 
las, Edward Sevagt, Jaméa Burt, and Tao- 
mus Thomas; one of whom had 52 votes, 
and another 53. ‘The Clintonian ticket con- 
sisted of Xzra L‘Hommedicu, Nathan Snath, 
Peter C. Adams, end John Veeder, the high- 
est of whom had 44 votes. Thus you see 


. that the republicans rather gained than lost. 


It is sincerely hoped that the new council 
will act with discretion, and not imitate the 
injustice and violence of their immediate 
predecessors.” , 


—D-+ea-— 


The Albany Register does not yet “ douee 
his peak ;” but it is believed that ne person 
would be willing to warrant his Clintonian- 
ism through the session. 


——s— 


It is scid that some wonderful! political 
conversions have been wrought within a 
few days. Many a staunch Cheethamite 
begins to ask, “ what has Lewis done to de- 
serve abuse /” 


ee - 


It is laughable to hear the book-binder 
and school-master at. Catskill, when speak- 
ing to primers, dubbing themselves /fellow- 
crafismen, merely because they have pur- 
chased types.....without capital letters -— 
Hands off, good Messrs. Book-binder and 
Schoo!l-master—ye are no fellow-crafismien 
of mine. 


— ——_— 


The book-binder may make seme pre- 
tensions to the profession of a printer, be- 
cause he puts the covers on spelling-books— 

nd the school-master may do the same, 
because he learns children their ABC. 


—<a - oe ' a 


BO +A postponement of the HUDSON AS 
SEMBLY, from che Sth to the 12th of February, is 
agreed on, by the Managers. Jan. 30. 


To Readers and Correspondents. 
The Boston Gezette of the 26-h ult. received by 
Sa‘urday’s mail, and the N. Y.E Post, by the last 
mail, contain very copious and interesting details of 


foreign intelligence , but our paper was pre-cccu- 
pied. The whole will appear in the Newspaper of 


Friday. 
Several communications ard editorial articles are 
also postponed. - oa 


Correcti:n and Apology. 

We published in our last, through misinforma- 
tion, the marriage of Mr Lrovanp Vax Boe- 
sex, of this erty, to Miss Anmeart. Frery, of 
Peekskil. For the error, we now ciler the pares 
he nly repsration in cur power—a sincere and 
humble apology. 
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From the Albany Gazette. 





AO. VI. 

AT the opening of the session of 1895, 
the President’s inessage complains that pri- 
vate armed vessels had infested our coasts 
and harbors, committing various outrages ; 
and also that public armed ships, meaning 
the ships of Great Britain, under the pre- 
tence of sceking enemies, were in the prac- 
tice of hovering on our coasts, making cap- 
tures of our vessels, and carrying them in 
for adjudication, upon principles not war- 
ranted by the laws of nations. To punish 
the petty depredations of the former, he had 
resorted to measures of force; but, as a re- 
medy against the more serious aggressions 
of Great Britain, he suge¢ests the obligation 
we are under, not only for the public inter- 
ests, but for the sake of “ maintaining the 
authority of reason,’ to prpvide an eliectu- 
al and determined opposition tothe doctrince 
ch which these captures end condemnations 
proceeded,. In this vague light the impor- 
tant subject of British depredations is pre- 
sented to Congress ; and they proceed to 
legislate and to devise a remedy for these 
disorders. With barely sufficient energy 
to attempt the natural means of defence a- 
gainst unauthorized privateers, the [Execu- 
tive finds himself unequal to the attempt of 
protecting our shores against a few British 
ivigates. Submitting passively to the daily 
insult of captures in the very mouths of our 
rivers, but indignant at the doctrines on 
which these outrages were justified, he calls 
am ‘Congress to resist these doctrines. 
What steps he himself had taken, cither for 
protection or concilisicn, the President 
dees not inform; nor does he in any shape 
express his opiiion, or recommend any 
measure or systein of measures, in this ex- 
igency. Conress were left to legislate at 
random, to make a stroke inthe dark. The 
stroke was struck, and it hasrebounded with 
cisgrace and defeat upon our own heads. 
They are now retracing their steps, and en- 
deavorings to heal the wound inflicted by a 
vain experiment, 

The measure of the nor-importation act 
was a measure of apporcht resentment and 
hostility, but of essential weakness and fear ; 

a dotible fear, the. fear.of expense, and of 


an eventual collision with Great Britain. | 


‘The one preveried those serious prepara- 
Aious which alone could operate on the in- 


- terestof that power; the other prevented 


“the stationing a reascuable farce for the pro- 
tection, of our coasts. JInfortunately Con- 
Bess were left tu legislate upon narrow cal- 
culations,rather than broad and liberal views. 
Phey thou rhtthey could coerce Great Bri- 
tun) bywithholding from her merchants the 
wivantagyes of our trade: They calculated, 
that by stopping. up one channel of an im- 
mefse commerce, they could stimulete the 
whole commercial interest of that country 
to rise in our favor: “They seemed not to 
“vellect that Great Britain, ina state of high 
excitement,and eherey from the very pres- 
Sure under, which she labored: that Great 
‘Britain, in the habit of great sacriiices, and 
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enabled to support them by means of her 
naval power and commercial Wealth, was lit- 
tle in a situation to feel or regard a mere 
puncture in one of the nerves of her im- 
mense system, a mere change of circule- 
tion in her gigantic body: With an uncer- 
tain hope of making un impression on her 
political system, but with a certian assur- 
ance that our own commerce would feel the 
shock in its vitals, the United States adopt 
the project of u non-import.ation act. 

act, to save the expense of active measures, 
and to supply the defect of executive ener- 
ey, prescribes i our.country an immense 
sacrifice as the only means oi relicf. But 
dear asthe remedy was to the merchants 
and people of the United States, it wes, in 
a certain sense, cheap to the government. 
It required no afrofiriations, antl was not 
calculated to figure in an annual éreasury 
report, 


That this measure of passive opposition 
was in perfect unison with the feelings and 
politics of the President, no coubt cen ex- 
ist As a measure of commercial repul- 
sion, rather than of commercial protection, 
asameasure of cheap, and at the same 
time, irritating hostijity, as a measure im- 
posing sacrifices and embarrassments on a 
class of citizens not very high in his estima- 
tion, it coincided with all his prejudices: 
It was a measure concerted and carried in- 
to effect by his confidential friends. 


Jut the non-intercourse act, though a 
serious inconvenience, an imprudent expe- 
riment, was not, in itself, the evil most to 
be lamented. The real evil is, the having 
deliberately passed such an act, with a mo- 
ral certainty of its being repealed, or sus- 
pended in its operation, at the moment of 
its first pressure. ‘The evii is, that a _mea- 
sure of general policy, of deliberate legisla- 
tion should be rescinded upon a suggestion, 
without a change of circuimstances, without 
any substantial information, without any 
public reason. ‘This is the mischief that 
admits-of noremedy. It isa national stain. 
I hesitate not to:consider the suspension ot 
the act upon such a suggestion as the Pre- 
sident’s special message contains, as a vir- 
tual rescinding or repeal. As an experi- 
ment, the whole force of the act (as far as 
en act bottomed on false principles could 
have force) was in the practical effect ;— 
which alone could shew the lorcign govern- 
ment, that it was a substantial. measure, in- 
tended for and capable of execution. Had 
the act been accompanied and supported by 
other weasires of resistance and defence 
involving expense, pledging the national re- 
sources, ani thereby evincing a determined 
system of public conduct, it might have 
made some impression, even as a paper 
measure t—-But standing alone, 
preparations to secon: 
oursélves, a mere indic 


without 
it, hurtful chiefly:to 
ition of what mip! 
be done ina more extreme cise, it coulk 
have no possible efvect. but upon a fair trial 
To suspend the eperation of a solemn law. 
a chosen measure of defence, was to confess 
the weakness of its oriin and vive ita don- 
bie stamp of folly. Let it not be forge: 
that an . ct’of nen-intercourse is a measur 
of compuisory redress, and so. far hostile 
defensively hostile. It has been called 
commercial regulation by those who want er 











excuse for the suspending act, and who are 
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myenious in inding one. They wouicd pre- 
tead that a mere regulation, havin nol uing 
of national hostiiity, has nothing of deticne 


a shit y 
attached to Ww; and that our honor, Ws such 
a Case, Is not concerned in riaincainin + the 


ground we have taken: bucin fact, the sole 


mouve of the act, its ackuowledeed ira, 


und the whole argument’on which it was 
grounded, falsify this pretence. Asamea- 
Slire OL HOSUilly Lherciore, adopted with so- 
lematty, nothing coud jusii’y its suspen. 
sion, but ver, strong reasons not erising 
at the passage of the lw. > DY suca 


reasons now exisif 


VV hat evidence have 
we oi their existence? 


Let us here take a 
hearcr view of the subject, and attend to 
the language of the Presicent’s special mes- 
sage. This message is among the few 
communications from the ‘present Chief 
Magistrate, on our more important rela. 
tions, which are found to contain any spe- 
cilic recommendation : It advises a suspen- 
sion of the non-importation act. Why the 
mutter of this message was not incorperat- 
ed in the public message at the opening, it 
isnot easy to say. The information allud- 
ed to was in the President’s possession, and 
claimed, from its importance, a prominent 
place in that communication. Poth ought 
to be taken as instruments of even date and 
considered together. The father of the 
non-intercourse act is to be held as the au- 
thor of the suspending act. 


The special message informs congress, 
thatthe negociation with the British gov- 
ernment was proceeding in a spirit of 
friendship and accommodation, which pre- 
mised a result of mutual advantage ; that 
delays had taken place occasioned by the 
iliiness and death of the British minister; 
that the commissioners appointed by that 
government to resume the negociation had 
shewn every disposition to hasten its pro- 
rress ; that it was however a work of time,as 
many arrangements were necessary to place 
our future harmony on ctuble grounds ; and 
that in the mean time we found by the come 
munications of our pilenifotentiarics ‘hat @ 
temporary suspension of the act of the last’ 
easton prohibiling certain imporiations would, 
as@q mark of candid disposition on our fart, 
ind of confidence in the views with which 
they have been met, have a hapfjiy 


‘fg course. 


effect on 
The President therefore advises 
the suspension. 

Here is a complete revolution effected in 
the sentiments and system of the adminis- 
tration. At the last session a solemn act 1s 
oassed attacking the commerce of Great- 


° . . ree . bed 7 
Britain. This hardy mecsure was Intends 
sl de « ey 1 wace + +h 1 rests anc the 
ead @S an adacre oO the inierestS aha til 
fears of that nation. The obiect was to 


compel her to come to eh arrangement 
with us for the redress of injurics and the 
restoration of harrnony. In a word, it was 
intended to hasten a negocietion then pends 
ing.——Now it appears that the act Instead of 
cing astimulys to negociation isa clog 

pen it. What then has cecurred to make 
obstacle, which was meant as @ 

hat discovery is made of new 

winciples thit now influence the Pridsh 
binet ? Vhat ‘chanve his taken piace in 

he system of their politics ? A wise :e5is* 
me : ; IPciplesy 


t "ny 
al ss 


eliity ! 


won speci cand importast facts wen 3S 


certained. Adlowimsy ten wii the re preven 
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tations in the message to be correctly made 
what do they amount to? ‘That negeceer 
is proceeding in a spirit of Jriendshif an 
accommodation, that 1s, aS muy well be sup- 
posed, withamutual assurances between the 
nevociators of amicable anu liberal «iksposi- 
tions » that che commissioners uppointed by 
that government had shewn every disposi 
tion to histen its progress, that 1s, upon 
.¢ and terras as would be con- 
their own interests ; and that, 


what 


such princip 
sistent with 
in the m } 
measures of defence and security, would, 
in their opinion, have a favorable influence. 
There is no one of these sug yestions, but 
what may be very natural and probable ; 
and yet, on what solid ground is our gov- 
crament proceeding to reverse the orcer of 
its measures, infringing on on its own 
pian, and parting wich its legal securiues , 
Truly on the ground of a. mere re-com- 
mencement of negociation ; on the ground 
of professions of amity, — liberality and 
courtesy made by the gentleman entrusted 
with the British interests; on the ground 
of a mere opinion held out by our minis- 
ters, supported by a correspondent opinion 
of our President. Well may the question 
be renewed, what authentic evidence has 
Congress of achange in the British system 
in regard to American commerce ? What 
certain fixed leading frincifle has been a- 
ervced upon between the negociators fayor- 
abie to us and promising a happy result? 
What fdr pledge has been given of reason- 
abic satisfaction or of future good conduct. 
The Pienipotentiari¢s say, and the Presi- 
deat seconds the intimation, that a suspen- 
sion of alaw of the United States would 
have a favorable influence on the negocia- 
tion. But howis it to have such influence ? 
How does a particular law impede negocia- 
tion? Neociation is to settle differen- 
ces; and itis a solecism to say, that any 
Je rislative measure has, in its nature a ten- 
dency to impede negociation, This is a 
process always collateral to and distinct 
from any other national measures. | With- 
out doubt the obstacle is this act ; and the 
message itself affords internal proof of it. 
The negociution having been renewed, the 
nou-lmportation law became an early sub- 
ject of discussion, a new but preliminary 
lapic 5; the 


in time, a suspension of our 


British commissioners, after 
tatty professions and good wishes which 
are doubtless sincere, complain of that act 
as betraying a want of confidence towards 
the British government: they sucvest that 
the act is of teo hostile anatuvre to be toler- 
ated between friends, who are about to set- 
tle all their mainul zricvances; that arc- 
peal or suspension of it would “ asa mark 
iFect 

: ; nevociation;” and then 
modestly stipulate for its su pension. ‘his 


Or: Canaor on cur part havea AADDV 
On the course o! le 


ye on A ae ls — ‘ eek: f 

must be the true way to account for the 
Ps rats * ey str - a 

Giiculty. But meceed at sivnifies little 


whether a Jaw of the 


eiide ‘ a? ‘ ° 7 . 
pended on the stinul tion of a foreion neco- 
Clutor or on the 


Unfted Stites is sus- 


‘ mere opinion of wh Ameri- 
Cap inudster, or on the mere suseestion of 
ag Presi nt, In either case the dionity 
4 tae government and nation is coupit- 
eu. 
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Be it our week!ly task, 
To note the passiog tidings of the times. 


FOREIGN. 

If the late F sench accounts are to be cre- 
dited, they lave pursued their successes, 
until the Prussian army is reduced to about 
15,000 men, with which the king was re- 
treating t9 Koningsburg. Magdeburgh is 
said to have been taken on the llth Nov. 
—A large Russian army, however, was ap- 
proachine,, and the English accounts say, a 
battle had been fought, in which the French 
were defeated. 

The French troops have taken posses- 
sion of Hamburgh, and confiscated all the 
fritish property found there. 
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THE CONSPIRACY. 


By the schooner Reynard, arrived this 
morning in 9 days from Charleston, we have 
received the Charleston City Gazette of 
January 14th, which says: “ The Reve- 
nue Cutter belonging to this port, sailed 
yesterday morning for the Chesapeake.— 
We understand that Dr. Frick Boliman, 
who lately arrived at Fort Johnson, rom 
New-Orleans, as a state-prisoner, has been 
seut in her.’”—L£v. Post. 

Washington, Jan. 21, 

The following is a copy of the return 
made by Gen. Wilkinson to the writ of 
habes corpus issued ot New-Oz leans tor the 
bedy of Erick Bollman, and in his address 
to the court on the occasion, -general Wil- 
kinson- denounced the two lawyers* who 
had procured the writ, as parties in the con- 
spiracy. It appears that young Swartwout 
delivered general Wilkinson the original of 
the letter, which gave him full and com- 
plete information of all Burr’s plans, and 
Dr. Boliman presented the copy—Swart- 
wout was seized and is now under guard on 
his way to Baltimore. Bollman has arrived 
at Charleston under the care of Tieut. Wil- 
son, of the artiliery. Had Congress sus- 
pended the habzs corpus act, all the conspi- 
rators at New-Orleans would have been 
seized, and many truitors might have been 
secured in diferent parts of the Union.— 
Yeung Ogden, who accompanied Swart- 
wout, wos seized, but obt.ined a habes cor- 
pus, and was released. He isnow at large. 

COPY. 

The undersiened, commanding the arms 
of the United States, texes on himself ail 
the responsibinty for ihe arrest of Dr. Er- 
ick Bellman. on a charse of misprision of 
treason, against the government and laws 
of the United States, and has adopted mea- 
fo delivery to the executive 
It was after several 
the governor and two of 


sures Loy i is 5 
of the United 
consultations YHA 


tates. 


* Messrs. Livitigston aid Alexander. 
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the judges of this territery, that the under- 
signed has hazarded this step, for the na- 
tional saicty menaced to its base, by a law- 
less band of traitors associated wnder A. 
Burr, whose accomplices are extended from 
New-York to this city. No man can hold 
in higher reverence, the civil institutions 
of this country, than the undersigned, ead 
It is te maintain an! perpetuate the hely <t- 
tributes of the consitution, ageinst the up- 
lifted hond of violence, that he has interpos- 
ed the force ol arms in a moment of exz- 
treme pcr, to scize spon Bolfman as he 
wiii upon ali others, without regardto stands 
ing or station, against whem satisfactory 
proofs may stise of a participation in the 
lawiess combination, 7 
JAS. WILEINSON. 
Head-Quarteram_Army of th 
Onited Stai+:,.Vige-Oricans, 
Decembe? 27, 1807. 


Baltimore, Jan.®. - 


Arrived at Annapolis, schooner Lavater, 
Wiiiiamsen, irom New-Grieans. 


Also schooners Greyhound and Nimrod, 
from New-Vileans : inthe Nimrod came 
passenger Mr. Swartwout, under the charge 
of licutenanes Wilson and Mead ; they pro- 
ceeded to Washington this morning. ‘the 
Lavater brought dispatches to government. 
The state of our afiairs remained much the 
same us at the date of our iast advices. The 
embargo was sti condnued. Ogden and 
Alexander had been arrested, and were to 
be sent to Washington in the schooner 
Brothers and Sisters, which would sait in a 
few days arer je Lavater. : 

From a person who c.me in the Lavater, 


arrived st Annes from New-Orteans, 


“ we undersitsid Lidt a procicinudOd Bad been 


issued at that place-by the constituted au- 
thoritics, biiering a reward for the appre- 
hension.ef Col. Burry or the commmnica- 
lion of any intellizence relative to the con- 
Spiracy. ‘ihe attack wes expected to be 
made on New-Orleans by burr and bis ad- 
herents on the 20th of this month, instead 
of the 20th ot December, as stated by an ar- 
rival at Charleston, and published a Tew days 
sluice. 


Vashville, Dec. 27. 


Col. Purr’s Expe ition. On Monday last 
Col. Burr'ssiled tyom this place with two 
boats, (not gun-boats.) There were on 
board several families, horses and cattle. 
We understand he i$ to be jotned by anum- 
ber of boats at the mouth of Cumberiand 
river; itis reported, and generally behev- 
ed here, that he i: destined a®.inst Mexi- 
coand the Spsxish provinces in that quar- 
ter. ‘ime will unveil this mystery. 

In addition tc the above paragraph we are 
further informed, that two more boats will. 


follow Col. Burr on Sunday next, from this 
place, loaded with provisions. 


letter from a gentleman at Washing- 
ton, to the editor.of the Yulance, received 


by the Thursday’s mail, says, . 
«Dr. Bollman and Mr, Swartwout are 


I ; > navn 
now nere; clate-prsone: 2. 
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Wraniegrons ie tcoping, micclgg; wien we 
at i , the i w 
insert, to the exclusion of tes of olher Maticr, 
of less importance >— | 
Yo the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
deh . United States. 
AGREEABLY. to the request of the 
of Representatives, communicated 
in their resolution of the sixteenth instant, 
I proceed to state, undef the reserve therein 
sed, information received touching 
an illegal combination of ie, oye 
against the peace end safety of the union, 
and a sabibory- ae ition pianped by them 
gainst the territories of a power in amity 
United States, wit the measures 
pursued for suppressing the same. 
_ Thad, for some time, been-in the con- 
stant tiow of receiving such further 
information as.would have enabled me to 
lay before the legislature the termination, 
as well as the be ing ad progress of this 
of depravity so fur as it has been acted 
Sn eho und its waters. From this: the 
.of safety of the lower country might 
pup been estimated on probable grounds, 
and the delay was indulged the ratfer, be- 
cause.no circumstance had made it necessa- 
ry ta call in the aid of the. legislative func- 
tions. Information now recently communi- 





cated, has brou us Reurly to the period 
contemplated. The mass of what 1 have 


received in the course of these. transac- 
tions is voluminous: but little has been 
given under the sanction of an gath, so as 
to constitute formal and le;zal evidence. It 
is chiefly in the form of Iciters, often con- 
taining such a mixture of Mien; con- 
jectures and suspicions,as renders it difficult 
to sift out the real facts, and «mnadvisable 
to. hazard more. than efiéral outlines, 
strengthened by concurrent formation, or 
the particular credibility of the relator. In 
this state of the evidence, deliyered some- 
times too under the restriction of private 
confidence, neither safety nor justice will 
permit the exposing ysmes, except thatbdf 
the principal actor, whose guilt is placed 


ie ad, cer . 
: time jo-the latter part of Septem- 
ber, I received intimations that designs 


were in agitation in the western country, 


unlawful, and unfriendly to the peace of the 
union ; and that the prime mover in these 
was. Aaron Burr, heretoforg distinguished 
by the favor of his covatry. The grounds 
of these intimations being inconclusive, the 
objects uncertain, and the fidclity of that 
country known to be firm, the only mexsure 
taken was to urge the informants to usc their 
best endeavors to get furiher insight into 
the designs and procee? 1:5 ofthe suspected 
"persone; and to commusicete’them to me. 
It was not till the -la:tor part of Oct. that 
the of the conspirecy began to be 
os ved 5 but = so blended, and invol- 
v Mystery, nothing distinct could 
be singled out for pursuit. Lthoughe it 
best to stnd to the scene, where these 
things were principally in transaction, a 
person in whose integrity, understanding 
and discretion, entire cohilence could be 
reposed, with instructions to investigate 
‘the plots going on, to enter into «conference 
(for which he @.d suficient erecentials) 
with the governors and all other officers, 
civil and militery,and with their aid, to do on 
the spot whatevc? should be necessary to 














discover the designs of the conspirators, ar- 
rest their means, bri; their persons to 
punishment, and to cui out the toree of the 
country to suppress any unlawiui enter- 
prize, in whici it shouid be founa tney were 
engaged. By this time it was Known that 
many boats were under preparation, stores 
of provisions coljecting,anti an uousual nusi- 
ber of suspicious characters in motion on 
the Ohio, and its waters. Besides ais- 
patching the confidential aget! to that quar- 
ter, orders were at the same time seat to 
the governors of the Orieans «ud Mississip- 
pi territories,and the ecominandaysol the land 
and naval forces there, tobe on vheir guard 
against surprize, and in consiant reaiiness 
to resist any enterprize whica mi,ziit be at- 


tempted on the vessels, posts, ar other 


objects under their care : and on tho eigath 
ef November, instructions were forwarded 

eneral Wiikinson, to hasten an accu A:mo- 

tion with the Spanish cominandurt on 
the Sabine, and as soon as that was e:fected, 
to fall back with his. principal jorce to che 
hither bank of the Mississippi, for the da- 
fence of the interesting poizits on that river. 


By a letter received trom that o:icer of 


Nove. 25, but dated Oct. 21, we searnt thie a 
confidential agent of A.Burr, bad been depu- 
ted ta hiny, with communications,partly writ- 
ten in cypher, and partly oral, explaining 
his designs, exaggerating his resources, 
and making such ofiers of eniolument and 
commend, to engage him and the army in 
bis uniawful enterprizes as he had iluttered 
himaseif would be successful. ‘Lhe general, 
with the honor ofa soidicr, and fidelity ofa 
good citizen, immediately dispetched a 
trusty officer to me, with information of 
What bad passed, proceeded to establish 
such an understanding with the Spauish 
commandant onthe Sabine, as permitted 
him to withdraw his force across the Mis- 
gissippi, and to enter on measures dor oppo- 
sing the projected enterprize. 

The gencrai’s letter, which came to hand 
on the twenty-fifth of November, as has 
been mentioned, and some other intorma- 
tion received a few days earlicr, when 
brought together, developed Burr’s general 
designs, different parts of which oniy had 
been revealed to different informunts. It 
uppeézred that he contemplated two distinct 
odyects, which might be carried on either 
jointly or separately, and either the one or 
the other first, as circumstances should di- 
rect, One of these was the severance of 
the union of these states by the Allegany 
mountains ; the other an aitack on Mexico. 
A third object was provided, mereiy osxten- 
sible, to wit, the settlement of a pretended 
purchase ofa tract of country on the Wash- 
ita, Claimed by a baron Bastrop. This was 
to serve as the pretext for all his prepara- 
tions, an allurement for such followers as 
really wished to acquire setthements in that 
country, and a cover under which to retreat 
in the event of a final discomfiture of both 
branches of his real design. 

Hie found at once that the attachment of 
the western country to the “present union, 
was not to be shaken ; that its dissolution 
could not be effected with the conseat of 
its inhabitants, and that his resources were 
inadequate, as yet, to effect it by force. 
He took his course then at once, determin- 
ed to seize on New-Orieans, plunder the 
bank there, possess himself of the military 


i and naval stores, and proceed ow his expe- 

dition to Mexico ; and to this obiect all his 
means and preparations were now directed, 
He collected from all quarters where him- 
|| Seal or his agent possessed inltwence, ali the 

aracnt, restiess, desperate, and disaf- 
lec\ed persons who were ready for any en- 
terpilze analogous to their charceters. He 
secuiced oud and well meaning citizens, 
soluc by assurances that he possessed the 
\ conliacnce of (uc government, and was act- 
|| Mg uncer ils Secret patronage ; a pretence 
| Ww hica procured some creuit irom the state 





,| by ofiers of land in Bastrop’s claim on the 
Washita. 
his was the state of my. information of 
his proceeding§ about the last of Novem- 
ber ; at which time, therefore, it was first 
possible to take! specific measures to meet 
them. ‘Lhe proclamation of November 
twenty-seventa, twodays after the receipt 
of general Wilkinson’s information, was 
now issued. Orders were dispatched to ev- 
ery interesting point on the Ohio and Mis- 
sissippl, from Pittsburg to New Orleans, 
for the employment of such force, either 
ot the reguicrs or of the militia, and of such 
\ proceedings ulso of ‘the civil authorities, as 
might enable them to seize on all boats and 
stores provided for the enterprize, to arrest 
the persons concerned, and to suppress ef- 
fegtuatly the further progress of the enter- 
prixe. A littie before the receipt of these 
orders in the state of Ohio, our confiden- 
tigluxent, who had been diligently craploy- 
ed in ivvestigating the conspiracy had ac- 
guired spilicient information to open him- 
selfto the governor oi that state, and to 
apply for the immediate exertion of the au- 
thority and power of the state, to crush the 
combination. Governor Tiffin and the ie- 
par with a promptitude, an energy, 
and pairiotic zeal, which entitle them toa 
distinguished place in the affection of their 
sister states, etiected the seizure of all the 











boats, provisions, and other preparations 
withih their reach; and thus gave a first blow, 
materially disabling the enterprize in its 
outset. 

in Kentucky a premature attempt to 
bring Burr to justice, without sufficient ¢v- 
idence fof his cénvictiop, had produceda 
popular iaypression in his favor, and a gene 
j eral disbelief of his guilt. ‘This gave him 
an unfortunate opportunity of hastening bis 
equipments. ‘The arrival ef the proclama- 
tion and orders, and the appiicuiion and in- 
formation of our cenfidentiel agent, at length 
awakened the authoriies of thot state to the 
truth, and then produced the same promp- 
utude and energy of which the neighboring 
state had set the example. Uncer an act 
of their legislature of December twenty- 
third, roilitia was ivstantly ordered to 
different important points, and measures ti 


mess Bars 





ken for doing whatever could yet be cone. 
Some boats (uccounts vary from five to 
cpuble or treble that number) and persons 
(ciflerently estimated from one to three 
hundred) had in the mean time passed the 
“falls of Ohio, to rendezvous at the mouth ot 
Cumberland, with others expected cowl 
that river. 
Not apprized, till very late, that any 
beats were building on Cumberiand, the el- 
fect of the proclamation had been truste 











to for some time in the siate of Tennessees 


(| Of our differences with Spain ; and others . 
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put on the nineteenth of December similar 
courmunications and instructions, with those 
to the neighboring states,were ene by 
express,te the governor ce a general 0 pre 
of the western aivision Oo the state ; and on 
the 23d of December, our confidential agent 
loft Prankfort for Nashville, to put Into ac- 
tivity, the means of that state also. But 
by information received yesteriay, I learn 
that on the 22d of December, Ma Burr de- 
ecended the Cumberland, with two bots 
juerely of accomodation, carrying from that 
state no quota towards his unlawful enter- 
prize. Whe ther after the ervival of the 
proclamation, of the orders, or of our agent, 
any exerion which could be made by that 
state, or the orders of the governor of Ken- 
tucky for calling out the niilitia at the mouth 
of Cumberland, ‘would be in time to urrest 
these boats, and those from the falls of UO- 
hio, is still doubtful. 
}n the whole the fugitives from the Ohio, 
wich their associates from Cumberland, or 
cauay other place in that querter,cannot threat- 
en serious danger to the city of N.Grieans. 
By the same express of December nine- 
teenth, orders were sent to the governors 
of Orleans and Mississippi, supplementary 
to those which had been given on the 25th 
of November, to hold the militia of their 
territories in readiness to co-operate for 
their defence with the regular troops and 
armed vessels then under command of gen. 
Wiikinson. Great alarm indeed was exci- 
ted at N. Orleans, by the exaggerated ac- 
counts of Mr. Burr, disseminated through 
his emissarics, of the armies and navies he 
was to assemble there. Gen. Wilkinson 
had arrived there on the twenty-fourth of 
November, and had immediately put ‘into 
wctivity the resources of that place, for the 
purpose of its defence ;—and on the tenth 
of December he was joined by his troops 
from the Sabine. Great zeal was shewn 
by the inhabitants generally ; the mer- 
chants of the place readily agreeing to the 
most laudable exertions for manning the 
armed vessels with their seamen, and the 
other citizens manifesting unequivocal fi- 
deiity to the union, and a spirit of determin- 
ed resistance to their expected assailants. 
Surmises have been hazarded that this en- 
terprize is to receive id from certain for- 
eign powers. But these surmises are 
without proof or probability. ‘The wisdom 
aithe measures sanctioned by congress ut 
lis last session, has placed us in the paths 
of peace and justice, with the only powers 
with whom we had ‘any differences; and 
nothing has heppened sinct which makes 
_it either their interest «* ours to pursue an- 
other course. No thaage of measures has 
taken place on our part: none cught to 
take Place at this trme. With the one, 
friendly errangement was then proposed, 
and the law deenied necessary on failure of 
Uiat “was suspended to give ‘time for a fair 
trial of the issue. With the same power 
friendly arrangement is now proceeding, 
under good expectations, énd the same 
“aw, Geemed uecessary on fuilure of that, is 
still suspended to vive time fcr a fair trial 
of the issue. With the other, negociation 
was in like manner then preferred, and pro- 
Yisional measures only taken to meet the e- 
vent of the rupture. While therefore we 
Go not defcet in the slichtest degree from 
the course we then assumed, and are still 
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pursuing, with mutual consent, to restore a 
good understanding, we are not to impute 
*) them practices as irreconcileable to inter- 

‘'t as to good faith, and changing necessa- 
iy the relations of peace to those of war. 
I icse surmises are therefore to be inaputed 
to tie vauntings of the author of this en- 
terprize to multiply his partizans by m@gni- 
fying the belief ot his prospects and support. 

By lctters from gen. Wilkinson of the 
14th and 18th ef December, which came to 
hand two days after the date of the resa@lu- 
tion of the House of Representatives, that 
is to say, on the morning of the 18th instant, 
I received the important affidavit, a copy of 
which I now communicate, with extracts of 
so much of the lettets as comes within the 
scope of the resoiutiou. By these it will 
be seen that of three of the principal emis- 
saries of Mr. Burr, whom the general had 
caused to be apprehended,’ one had been 
liberated by habeas corpus, and two others, 
being those particularly employed in the 
endeavor to corrupt the general and army 
of the United States, have been embarked 
by him for ports, inthe Alantic States, 
probably on the consideration that an im- 
partial trial could not be expected, during 
the present assitations of New-Orieans, and 
that that city was not as yeta safe place of 
confinement. As soon as these persons 
shall arrive, they will be delivered to the 
custody of the law, and left to such course 
of triai both as to piace and process, as 
its functionaries may circct. The presence 
of the highest judicial authoritics, to be as- 
sembled at this plaee within a few davs, the 
means of pursuing a sounder course of 
proceedings here than elsewhere, and the 
aidof the executive means, should the judg 
es have occasion to use them, render it e- 
qually desirable, for the ciiminal as for the 
public, that, being already removed from 
the place where they were apprehended, 
the first regular arrest should take place 
here, and the course of proceediigs receive 
heye its proper direction. 

TH: JEFFERSON. 
January 22, 1807. 


Extract of aletter from Gen. Sfames Wiskingon, da- 
ted New Orleans, December 14. 1806. 

After several consultations with the goy- 
ernor and judges, touching the arrest and 
confinement of certain known agents and 
emissaries of colone! Burr in this city and 
territory, whese inivigues and machinations 
were to be apprehended, it is with their 
privity and approbation that I have caused 
three of them to be arrested viz. doctor E- 
rick Bollman, Samuc! Swartwout, and Peter 
V. Ogden, agaiast whoin I possess strong 
facts, and 1 have recommended to the gov- 
ernor to have James Alexander, esq. taken 
upon the grounds of strong suspicion. 
‘These persons and all others who, by their 
character and depertment, may be consid- 
ered hostile to the interests of the United 
States, or dangerous to this fecble frontier 
under the menacing aspect of things. from 
above, wiil, if my influence can prevail, be 
seized and sent by sea to the United 
States, subject to the disposition of the gov- 
ernment, and accompanied by such infor- 
mation as may justify their confinement, 
and furnish a clue to the developement of 


the grounds, progress and projectures of 


the treasonable enterprize in which they are 
engaged. 




















This letter will accompany doctor Boll- 
man, who is to be this day emberked ima 
vessel Lonnd for Charleston, under the 
charge of lieutenant. Wilson of the artille- 
ry, who has orders to land with his 


er at fort Jonston or fort Moultrie, to for- ! 


ward this dispatch by mail, and to wait the 
orders of the executive. Mr. Swartwout 
will be sent to Baltimore by a vessel which 
will sail seme time in the ensuing week, in 
custody of another subaltern, who wiil be 
the bearer of strong testimony against him 
and also colonel Burr, and the cthers will 
follow under due precautions, by the earliest 
opportunities which may present. 

I deem it essential to keep these prison- 
ers apart to prevent the adjustment of cor- 
responcent answers, or confessions to any 
examinations which miay ensue, and I hope 
the measures of the executive may be so 
prompt and efficient as to relieve the offi- 
cers in charge of them fromm their trust be- 
fore the interposition of the friends of the 
prisoners may effect their liberation. 

By this procedure we may intimidate the 
confederates, who are unquestionably nu- 
merous in this as well as the adjacent terri- 
tory, disconcert their arrangements and pos- 
sibly destroy their intrigues ; and I hope 
the zeal which directs the measures miay be 
justified and approved, for whilst the glow 
of patrigiism. actnates my conduct, and I 
am wilii% to offer myself a martyr to the 
constitutiowef my country, F should indeed 
be most grievously disappointed did I incur 
ius censure. 

Here, sir, we find the key to the western states, 
and here we must form one grand depository and 
place of arms; censhine to this disposition a river 
fleet competent to:i's ceclusion, aad post it thirty or 
forty leagues above the Yazoo river, and we may 
repose m security, for the discontent and sufferings 
of our insurgent citizens which must immediately 
ensuc, will soon open their eyes to the wickedness 
of ther leaders, and work a radical reformation 
without blood shed. Thjs is my plan for resisting 
an mternal at'ack , for external defence gan boats 
and bomb kerches, with floating harteries at the 


mouhs of te Mis-issippi, and the passes from lake 
Poacharti ain, will be necessary. 


From the same, dated Dec 18. 


Since my last of the 14:h instant, writs of habe- 
as corpus have been isswed for the bodies of Boil- 
man, Swartwout, and Jelena; the two latrer by 
Jadge Workman, whos strongly suspected of being 
connected with Bure in hic conspiracy, as I have 
provf this man declared some since that “ the re- 
publican who possessed power, and did not employ 
it to establish a despotism, was 2 fool.” 

His writ for Ogden was served on captain Shaw, 
of the navy, who had himia charge at my reaues:, 
on board the Etna, bemb ketch, and delivered him 
up; and Mr. Workman discharged him without 
giving me a word of mformation; althouch he 
knew he was Coptined by my order for a treasona- 
ble combination wit! Burr, and Mr. Ogden sow 
struts.at large. Swariwout I huve sent off, and 
shail so report, hold, g myselt ready for consequen- 
ces.—Bollman was :<Qured by the suptricr court, 
but I have got nd of thar affar aiso, m der the usu- 
al kability for damages, in which case i shall look 
to our country for protection, 

1, James 
mander in chief of the army of the United Stares, to 


warrant the arrest of Doctor Erick Bolirmanena 


charge of treason, misprision of treason, or suck oth- 


er offence against the government and Jaws of the / _ 


United States, as the following facis may legally 
charge himewith, on my honor as a solder, and on 
the holy evangelists of Almirhry God, do declare 
and swear, that on the sixth day of November last, 
when in command at Natchitoches,-f received by 
the hands ofa Frenchinan, a stranger to me, 2 lee- 
ter from Dector Erick Boilman, of which the fot 
lowing is a Cosrect Copy. 


ilkinson, brigadiér general and com-_ 
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haget on Bure for all expoases &e, THe people 


af the country to which we are going are 
~ *  Propared toreceive us: their agents now 


andes 
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«“ New-Oreans, Sept. 27, 1806. 
SIR, 
_ # [have the honor to forward to your ex- 
cellency the enclosed letters, which 1 was 


charged to deliver to you by our mutual 


friend. shail remain foursome time at 
this place, and should be glad to learn 
-where’ end whey I may have the picasure 
of wn interview with you. ifive the yood- 
ness to inform nie of it, aid please to direct 

your letter to me, cure of 
'» -, or inclose it under cover to them. 

I have the honor to be, 

With great respect, Sir, 
Your Exceiiency’s most obed’t servt, 
(Signed) ERIC BOLLMAN. 

Gen. WILKINSON. , 


, —_—— 


Covering a communication in cypher - 


from colonel! Aaron Burr, of which tie iol- 
lowing is substantially as fair an imterpreta- 
tion as I have heretofore been able td make, 

e Original of which I hold ip my posses- 
sion : “ 1( Aaron Burr) have obtained funds 
and have actually commenced the enter- 
prize. Detachments from ditferent points 
and under different pretences will rendez- 
vous on the Ohio, Ist. November. Every 
thiny internal and external favors views ; 

rotection of England is secured. *T.— 

s gone to Jameica to arrenge with the admi- 
ral on that station, and will meet at the Mis- 








_ sissippi En land--—navy of the Uni- 
ted States are ready to join, and Gaalorders 
“ate given to my friends and wers ; it 
will be an host of choice spirits... Wilkin- 


son shail be second to Burr only; Wilkin- 
son shall dictate and promote the rank of 
his @ficers. Burr will proceed westward 

4st. Atigusts never to return; with Aim go 
his daughter ; the husband will follow in 

October with a corps of woerthivs; send 
forthwith an intélligent and confidential 
friend, with whom Burr may confer; he 
shall return immediately with further inter- 
esting details: this is essential to concert 
and harmony of movement; send a list of 
all persons known to Wilkinson west of the 
mountains, who could be tseful with anote 
delineating their characters. 

_ By your messenger send me four or five 
of the commissions of your oficers, which 
you can borrow utder any pretence yon 

~ please : they shall be returned faithfully: 
already aré orders to the. contractor given 
to forward six mont!.s provisions to points 
Wilkinson may name: This shall not be 

- used until the last moment, and then under 
proper injunctions: the project is brought 

_ tothe point so long desired: Burr guavran- 
* tees the result with hig life and honor, and 
, the livés, the honor, and fortunes of hun- 
dveds, the best blood of our cpuntry ; Berr’s 

4 of operations isto move down rapidly 
‘om the falis on the fificanth November, 

with the first five himdred or pne thousand 
TSC, in light boats, new constructing for 
. that purpose ; to be at Natchez between the 
filth and fifteenth of December, then to 
meet Wilkinson ; then to determine wheth- 
er it will he expedient in the first instance 
2 ta solze on or pass by Baton Rouge :. on rey 
coipt of this send Bure on ansaver : 
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with {art say, that if we will protect their 
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religion, and will noi subject tiem te a tor- 
¢izh power, tat in three weeks ali will be 
seilied. The Gods invite to giory and ior- 
tune: if remains to be seen, whether we 
deserve the boon: the bearer of this gocs 
express to you; be win hand a iormed iet- 
ter of introduction to you from burr, a 
copy of which is hereunto subsoined: he 
is @man of invioiabie honor abu perfect 
discretion: formed to execute rather than 
to project; capable of reiting facts with 
fidelity, dnd incapable oi relaung thein o- 
therwise: he is thorougiily informea of the 
pians and intentions and wili dis- 
close to you as far as you enquire, and no 
further: he his imbibed a reverence for 
your character, and may be embarrassed in 
your presence ; put Him at ease una he 
Wiil satisiy you: doctor Boiiman equiliy 
confidential, better informed ou the subject, 
will hand this duplicate.” 2ythn July. 

The day after my arrival at this city, the 
26th of November last, i received anotuer 
letter from the Doctor of which the foliow- 
ing is a correct copy : 

New-Or.eans, Nov. 25, 1806. 
“SIR, 

*“ Your letter of the 16th inst. has been 
duly received ; supposing that you will be 
much engaged this morning I acier wait- 
ing on your excellency til you will be 
pleased to iniorm ime of the time when it 
will be convenient to you to see me.” 

I remain, with yreat respect, 
Your excellency’s most obedient servant, 
ERICK BOLLMAN, 
His excellency 
GENERAL WuLKrinson, Fauxbourg. 
Manicyy, the house between madame 
Trevigny and M. »i’Carty. 

On the 30th of the same month | waited 
in person on Dr. E. Boilman when he in- 
formed me that he had not heard from Col. 
Burr since his arrival here. That he (the 
suid doctor kK. Boilman) had sent cispatch- 
es to colonel Burr by a lieutenant Spence, 
of the navy, and that he had been advised 
of Spence’s arrival at Nashville in the state 
of ‘lennessee, and observed that . colonel 
Burr had proceeded too far to retreat; 
that he (colonel Burr) had numerous and 
powerful friends in ihe U. States, who stood 
pledged to support him with their fortunes, 
and that he must succeed, ‘hat he (the 
said Dr. Bollman) had written to colonel 
Burr on the subject of provisions, and that 
he expected a supply woukl be sent from 
New-York and also from Norfolk, where 
colonel Burr had strong connexions. — I did 
not see or heat from the doctor again un- 
til the 5th instant, when I calledon him the 
second time. The mail having arrived the 


d Wy betored asked him whether he had re-. 
_ ceived any intelligence {vom colonel Burr; 


he informed me that he had seen a letter 
from cotonel Burr, of the 30th October, in 
which he (colonel Burr) gave assurances 
that he should be ut Natchez with 2000 men 
on the 10th December, instant, where he 
should wait uatil he heard from this Place 3 
Wat he would be iailowed by 4900 men move, 
wd thatshe (colone) Barr} il ie had chosen, 
could have raised or cot |. 

aS 6000 but that he did nor ¢: 
ber necessary. Coniitiiy it 
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iormation » 1 became indifferent about. fur- 
ther disguise. 4 then told the doctor, that 
I shouid mosi Certainly oppose colonel Burr 
li he came this way. He replied that they 
must come here tor equipments and ship- 
ping, and observed that he did not know 
what had passed ‘between colducl Burr 
and myself, obliqued at a sham defence, 
and waved the subject. 
rom the documents in my possession 
and the several communications ‘verbal as 
well as written, from the said Dr. Evick 
Soliman, on tis subject, I fecl no hesita- 
tion in declaring under the solemn obiiva- 
tion of an oath, that he has cowmitted mis- 


prison of treason against the government‘ 


of the United States. 
(Signed) JAMES WILKINSON. 
Sivned and sworn to this 14th day of De- 
cember 1806, beiore me one of the justices 
ot the peace of this county. 

(Signed) J, CARRICK. 
PuoILADELPAA, July 25. 1806. 
Dean Sir, 

Myr. Swartwout, the brother of colonel S. 
of New-Yerk, being on his way down the 
Mississippi, and presuming that.he may 
pass you at some post on the river, has re- 
quested of me a letter of introduction which 
1 zive with pleasure. as he is a most amia- 
ble young man, and higdly respect ble 
from his character und connexions. 1 pray 
you to afford him any friendly offices hich 
his situation may require, and beg you to 
pardon the trouble which this may give 
you. 

With entire respect, 

Your friend and obedient servant, 
A BURR. 
His excellency General WILkINson. 
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